
Summer Assignment: Honors English I 

Novel, Fahrenheit 451 

Part I: Pre-Reading Assignment 

 

Fahrenheit 451 is a science fiction novel that challenges readers to reflect on their own visions of 

the future and their priorities in the present. Before reading, document a conversation you have 

with someone discussing these topics according to the following guidelines: 

 

1. Arrange Interview: Choose someone to converse with who is at least 20 years older than 

you. The person can be a friend or relative. The interview must be conducted in person (virtual 

face-to-face is acceptable) so set a date, time and location. You may not simply exchange emails 

with your interviewee. 

 

2. Reflect before the Interview: Before conducting the interview, record your own answers to 

the questions that you will ask your subject. Write your answers on the attached interview 

documentation sheet in your own handwriting in blue or black ink. Attach more pages if 

necessary. Do not type these responses. 

 

3. Conduct the Interview: On the attached interview documentation sheet, state your name, the 

person’s name and age, your relationship to this person, the date the interview was conducted, 

and the location of the interview. Ask the person the questions stated and record the answers on 

the interview page in your own handwriting using blue or black ink. Do not give the interviewee 

the paper to fill out. The intent of the questions is to initiate a conversation. Attach more pages if 

necessary. Do not type these responses. 

 

4. Compose a Reflection Paper: Once you have completed your interview, type a 2-3 page 

reflection paper that documents how each of your answers compares and/or contrasts with the 

answers of the person you interviewed. Discuss the concept of whether you think a “generation 

gap” affected the differences or similarities in your answers about the future. Double space and 

use a standard font and size, such as 12-point Times New Roman. Indent each paragraph. 

 

5. Make a Connection: Think about yourself 20 years into the future. What story from your life 

or story from your own family experiences or past family experiences would you hope future 

generations will know? Type a 1-2 page retelling of this story. Double space and use a standard 

font and size, such as 12-point Times New Roman. Indent each paragraph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Assignment: Honors English I 

Novel, Fahrenheit 451 

Interview Documentation Sheet 
 

Your Name: 

Interviewee Name: 

Date of Interview: 

Location of Interview: 

 

 

Pre-Interview Reflection 

1. List the top three concepts that you think are important for future generations to know about or 

be able to do. List only facts, not opinions. For each, briefly explain why you chose your answer. 

For example: How to fix a car (fact—acceptable); Madonna is the most beautiful woman 

(opinion—unacceptable). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. List the top three pieces of life advice you would like to leave for future generations and 

briefly explain why you chose your answer. 

(Ex. Plant a garden - real food comes from dirt, not machines and science labs.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Assignment: Honors English I 

Novel, Fahrenheit 451 

Interview Documentation Sheet 

 

Interview 

1. List the top three concepts that you think are important for future generations to know about or 

be able to do. List only facts, not opinions. For each, briefly explain why you chose your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. List the top three pieces of life advice you would like to leave for future generations and 

briefly explain why you chose your answer. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Assignment: Honors English I 

Novel, Fahrenheit 451 

Part II: Close Reading and Written Assignment 

 

As you study Fahrenheit 451, keep the following points in mind. Close reading is a process that 

involves reading and rereading multiple times—each time with a different purpose and focus. It 

is an encounter with the text where readers analyze the following questions: What is the author 

telling me here? Are there any difficult, unfamiliar or important words? What does the author 

want me to understand? How does the author play with language to add to meaning? What does 

the structure of the text reveal? Effective readers engage in close reading to extract the most 

meaning from complex text.  

 

Close reading assists students with:  

• understanding the purpose in reading;  

• recognizing ideas in a text as being interconnected;  

• identifying and understanding systems of meaning;  

• exploring beyond “surface” reading or skimming;  

• formulating questions and seeking answers to their questions while reading.  

 

You are encouraged to make annotations on sticky notes or on notebook paper to increase your 

comprehension of the text. They will not be collected, but these annotations will help you to 

formulate responses to the questions and to participate in class discussions.   

Writing Assignment Guidelines 

 

Questions: Choose five questions from the list on the next page. Your response to each question 

must demonstrate full comprehension of ideas and critical thinking. Craft well-developed 

paragraphs using a formal writing style and include clear reasoning supported by relevant 

evidence. When the evidence is text-based, cite a page number.  

 

Evaluative Criteria: Consult the Warren Hills English Language Arts Writing Task Rubric  

 

Length and Format: Each response must be between one to three paragraphs—no longer than one 

full page. Double space and use a standard font and size, such as 12-point Times New Roman. 

Indent each paragraph. 

 

Heading: Include the following information in the upper left corner of your assignment. 

Your Name 

Your English Teacher’s Name  

Honors English I 

30 August 2017 (Assignment is due on the first day your class meets) 

Academic Integrity/Plagiarism: The Warren Hills Regional School District encourages academic 

integrity and prohibits plagiarism. Please reference Board of Education Policy #5701 for more 

information. 



Summer Assignment: Honors English I 

Novel, Fahrenheit 451 

 

Part II: Close Reading and Written Assignment 

Questions: (Choose five) 

 

1. Montag comes to learn that "firemen are rarely necessary" because "the public itself 

stopped reading of its own accord." Bradbury wrote his novel in 1953: To what extent 

has his prophecy come true today? 

 

2. Clarisse describes a past that Montag has never known: one with front porches, gardens, 

and rocking chairs. What do these items have in common, and how might their removal 

have encouraged Montag's repressive society? 

 

3. "Don't look to be saved in any one thing, person, machine, or library," Faber tells 

Montag. "Do your own bit of saving, and if you drown, at least die knowing you were 

headed for shore." How good is this advice? 

 

4. It may surprise the reader to learn that Beatty is quite well read. What is ironic about 

Beatty's knowledge of and hatred for books? 

 

5. Unlike Mrs. Hudson, Montag chooses not to die in his house with his books. Instead he 

burns them, asserting even that "it was good to burn" and that "fire was best for 

everything!" Are these choices and sentiments consistent with his character? Are you 

surprised that he fails to follow in her footsteps? 

 

6. Beatty justifies the new role of firemen by claiming to be "custodians of [society's] peace 

of mind, the focus of [the] understandable and rightful dread of being inferior." What 

does he mean by this, and is there any sense that he might be right? 

 

7. How does the destruction of books lead to more happiness and equality, according to 

Beatty? Does his lecture to Montag on the rights of man sound like any rhetoric still 

employed today? 

 

8. Are there any circumstances where censorship might play a beneficial role in society? 

Are there some books that should be banned? If you had to memorize a single book or 

risk its extinction, which book would you choose?  

 

Questions adapted from The National Endowment for the Arts 

 

Contacts for Questions If you have any questions about this assignment please email your 

teacher. Mrs. Loro can be reached at loroa@warrenhills.org; Ms. Manfra can be reached at 

manfrat@warrenhills.org; and department supervisor Mr. Dennison can be reached at 

dennisonk@warrenhills.org. 

 

mailto:loroa@warrenhills.org
mailto:manfrat@warrenhills.org
mailto:dennisonk@warrenhills.org


Warren Hills English Language Arts Writing Task Rubric 
 

Name: _______________________________________        Block: _____________ 
 

 Innovative Applying  Developing Beginning Not Applying 
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 Analysis 

Demonstrates full comprehension 
of ideas stated explicitly and 
inferentially by providing an 

accurate analysis; 

(9-10 points) 

Demonstrates comprehension of 
ideas stated explicitly and/or 
inferentially by providing a 
mostly accurate analysis; 

(8 points) 

Demonstrates basic 
comprehension of ideas stated 

explicitly and/or inferentially by 
providing a generally accurate 

analysis; 

(7 points) 

Demonstrates limited 
comprehension of ideas stated 

explicitly and/or inferentially by 
providing a minimally accurate 

analysis; 

(6 points) 

Demonstrates no comprehension 
of ideas by providing an 

inaccurate or no analysis; 

(5 and fewer points) 

Focus + 
Topic 

Addresses the prompt and 
provides effective and 

comprehensive development of 
the claim or topic that is 

consistently appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience; 

(9-10 points) 

Addresses the prompt and 
provides mostly effective 

development of the claim or topic 
that is mostly appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience; 

(8 points) 

Addresses the prompt and 
provides some development of 

the claim or topic that is 
somewhat appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience; 

(7 points) 

Addresses the prompt and 
provides minimal development of 
the claim or topic that is limited 
in its appropriateness to task, 

purpose, and audience; 

(6 points) 

Is undeveloped and/or 
inappropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience; 

(5 and fewer points) 

Textual 
Reference 

Uses clear reasoning supported 
by relevant text-based evidence 

in the development of the claim or 
topic; 

(9-10 points) 

Uses mostly clear reasoning 
supported by relevant text-based 

evidence in the development of 
the claim or topic; 

(8 points) 

Uses some reasoning and text-
based evidence in the 

development of the claim or topic; 

(7 points) 

Uses limited reasoning and text-
based evidence; 

(6 points) 

Includes little to no text-based 
evidence; 

(5 and fewer points) 

Organization 
+ 

Style 

Is effectively organized with 
clear and coherent writing; 

Establishes and maintains an 
effective style. 

(9-10 points) 

Is organized with mostly clear 
and coherent writing; 

Establishes and maintains a 
mostly effective style. 

(8 points) 

Demonstrates some organization 
with somewhat coherent writing; 

Has a style that is somewhat 
effective. 

(7 points) 

Demonstrates limited 
organization and coherence; 

Has a style that is minimally 
effective. 

(6 points) 

Lacks organization and coherence; 

Has an inappropriate style 

 (5 and fewer points) 

 

Knowledge 
of Language 

and 
Conventions 

The student response to the 
prompt demonstrates full 

command of the conventions of 
standard English at an appropriate 
level of complexity.  There may be 
a few minor errors in mechanics, 
grammar, and usage, but meaning 

is clear. 

(9-10 points) 

The student response to the 
prompt demonstrates full 

command of the conventions of 
standard English at an appropriate 
level of complexity.  There may be 
a few minor errors in mechanics, 
grammar, and usage, but meaning 

is clear. 

(8 points) 

The student response to the 
prompt demonstrates some 

command of the conventions of 
standard English at an appropriate 
level of complexity.  There may be 

errors in mechanics, grammar, 
and usage, that occasionally 

impede understanding, but the 
meaning is generally clear. 

(7 points) 

The student response to the 
prompt demonstrates limited 

command of the conventions of 
standard English at an appropriate 
level of complexity.  There may be 

errors in mechanics, grammar, 
and usage, that often impede 

understanding. 

(6 points) 

The student response to the 
prompt does not demonstrate 
command of the conventions of 

standard English at the 
appropriate level of complexity.  
Frequent and varied errors in 
mechanics, grammar, and usage 

impede understanding. 

(5 and fewer points) 

 

 

Total Score: _______/50  



Performance 
Level Indicator 

Innovative Applying  Developing Beginning Not Applying 

Assignment 
Score Range 

45-50 points 40-44 points 35-39 points 30-34 points 29 and fewer points 

 

 

Commendations and Suggestions for Improvement:   
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